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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R, § 1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents listed on 
attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. Copies of the 
listed documents required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2) are enclosed for the convenience of the 
Examiner. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R §§ 1 ,97(g),(h), this Information Disclosure Statement is not 

to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not to be construed to be 



DM_US\8027563.vl 



an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 



defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of a first 
Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits, and hence is believed to be timely filed 
in accordance with 37 C.F.R § 1 .97(b). No fees are believed to be due in connection with the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. Should any fees be required for any reason, the 
Conmiissioner is authorized to deduct any necessary amount firom Deposit Account No. 01- 
2508/10807.0139.NPUS01. 

Applicants respectfiiUy request that the listed documents be made of record in the present 

case. 




Jeffrey J. Phillips 
Reg. No. 51,125 
Attorney for Applicants 



HOWREY SIMON ARNOLD & WHITE, LLP 
750 Bering Drive 
Houston, Texas 77057-2198 
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U.S. Patent Documents 
See Page I 



Atty. Docket No. 
10807.0139.NPUS01 



Serial No. 
10/790^11 



Applicant 

Thomas R. Berger et al. 



Filing Date: 
March 3, 2004 



Foreign Patent Documents 
See Page 2 



Group: 

Unassigned 



Other Art 
See Page 2 



U.S. Patent Documents 



Exanfi. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Filing Date of 
App. 




Al 


1,174,656 


3/1916 


Beckwith 






6/1915 




A2 


1,459,713 


6/1923 


Beggs 






4/1922 




A3 


1,965,033 


7/1934 


Dillon 






6/1931 




A4 


2,004,737 


6/1935 


Tonks 






5/1933 




A5 


2,012,680 


8/1935 


Hammes 






11/1930 




A6 


2,044,563 


6/1936 


Carter 






10/1931 




A7 


2,044,564 


6/1936 


Carter 






8/1933 




A8 


2,225,171 


12/1940 


Hammes 






11/1937 




A9 


3,025,117 


3/1962 


Weiczorek 


241 


100.5 


5/1960 




AlO 


3,589,624 


6/1971 


Smith 


241 


46.08 


10/1968 




All 


3,804,341 


4/1974 


Guth 


241 


32.5 


6/1972 




A12 


3,862,720 


1/1975 


Guth 


241 


100.5 


9/1973 




A13 


3,875,462 


4/1975 


Keifer et al. 


371 


13 R 


1/1973 




A14 


4,128,210 


12/1978 


Brenner et aL 


241 


46 R 


3/1977 




A15 


4,134,555 


1/1979 


Rosselet 


241 


46 B 


1/1977 




A16 


4,573,642 


3/1986 


Spelber 


241 


46 B 


5/1984 




A17 


4,776,523 


10/1988 


Hurst 


241 


46 B 


9/1987 




A18 


4,917,311 


4/1990 


Yoshino et al. 


241 


36 


9/1989 




A19 


5,129,590 


7/1992 


Shinya 


241 


46.013 


1/1991 




A20 


5,340,036 


8/1994 


Riley 


241 


56 


5/1993 




A21 


5,533,681 


7/1996 


Riley 


241 


56 


8/1994 




A22 


6,007,006 


12/1999 


Engel et at. 


241 


46.014 


7/1998 




A23 


6,439,487 


8/2002 


Anderson et al. 


241 


46.013 


3/2000 



Examiner: 



Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: INITIAL IF REFERENCE CONSIDERED, WHETHER OR NOT CITATION IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH MPEP609; DRAW LINE THROUGH 
CITATION IF NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED. INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 
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See Page 1 



Atty. Docket No. 
10807.0139.NPUS01 



Serial No. 
10/790,311 



Applicant 

Thomas R. Berger et al. 



Filing Date: 
March 3, 2004 



Foreign Patent Documents 
See Page 2 



Group: 
Unassigned 
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Other Art 
See Page 2 



U.S. Patent Documents 



Exam. 


Ref. 


Document 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub 


Filing Date of 


Inlt. 


Des. 


Number 








Class 


App. 




A24 


6,481,652 


1 1/2002 


Strutz et al. 


241 


46.013 


2/2001 




A25 


0436,496 


1/2001 


Anderson et al. 


D7 


375 


3/2000 



Foreign Patent Documents 



Exam. 


Ref. 


Document 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 


Translation 


Init. 


Des. 


Number 






Class 


Yes/No 




Bl 















other Art (Including Author, Title, Date Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Citation 




CI 


2 Photographs of Grinding Plate by Parkamatic available from about (Top View and 

Bottom View), 2-pages. 




C2 


2 Photographs of Grinding Plate by In-Sink-Erator available from about 1960 (Top View and 

Bottom View), 2-pages. 




C3 


2 Photographs of Grinding Plate by In-Sink-Erator available from about 1968 (Top View and 
Bottom View), 2-pages. 




C4 


2 Photographs of Grinding Plate by In-Sink-Erator available from about 1970 (Top View and 
Bottom View) , 2-pages. 




C5 


3 Photographs of Grinding Plate by Hush Master Waste King available from about (2 Top 

Views and 1 Bottom View), 3-pages. 




C6 


3 Photographs of Grinding Plate by Modem Air Cyclone Corp. available from about (2 Top 

Views and 1 Bottom View), 3-pages. 




C7 


1 Photograph of Grinding Mechanism for Waste King 300 manufactured by Anahiem available 
from about (Cut-away Perspective View), 1-page. 



Examiner: 



Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: INITIAL IF REFERENCE CONSIDERED, WHETHER OR NOT CITATION IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH MPEP609; DRAW LINE THROUGH 
CITATION IF NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED.- INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 
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Form PTO-1449 (modified) 




Atty. Docket No. 


Serial No. 






10807.0139.NPUS01 


10/790^11 


List of Patents and Publications for Applicant's 


Applicant 








Thomas R. Berger et al. 




Information Disclosure Statement 










Filing Date: 


Group: 


(Use several sheets if necessary) 


March 3, 2004 


Unassigned 


U.S. Patent Documents 


Foreign Patent Documents 


Other Art 


See Page 1 


See Page 2 


See Page 2 



other Art (Including Author, Title, Date Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Exam. 
Inlt. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Citation 




C8 


1 Photograph of Grinding Mechanism for General Electric GE-290 available from about 

(Cut-away Perspective View), 1-page. 




C9 


3 Photographs of Grinding Mechanism for General Electric Model GFC 700Y Household 
Disposer available from about (Perspective Top Views), 3-pages. 




CIO 


6 Photographs of Grinding Plate for General Electric Model GFC 700Y Household Disposer 
available from about (Top View, Side View, and Detailed Side View), 6-pages. 




Cll 


1 Photograph of Grinding Mechanism for Monarch 810XL manufactured by Whiterock 
available from about (Cut-away Perspective View), 1-page. 




C12 


1 Photograph of Grinding Ring manufactured by Maison available from about (Partial 

Perspective View), 1-page. 



Examiner: 



Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: INITIAL IF REFERENCE CONSIDERED, WHETHER OR NOT CITATION IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH MPEP609; DRAW LINE THROUGH 
CITATION IF NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED. INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 
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